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A very beautiful novel about the daily life 
of the amas, Japanese young girls who dive 

to collect shellfishes with pearls. It is also 
an opportunity to talk about the difficulty 

to combine tradition and modern life.
 

11 years old and more

Junior

Tradition, modern life, Japanese society, adventures, 
life of the amas and the picking of pearls, 

friendship, betrayal, solidarity. 



The author
Hélène GLORIA

Britannia

Born in a region full of vegetation, not too far away 
from the sea, she makes her first steps among a 
river, dairywomen and primroses. 
She could have become a market gardener, a post-
office worker or even a veterinary… 
She could have go through the desert riding a 
dromedary and drink tea with Berbers. 
Cross the Milky Way on board of her spaceship and 
go around the Earth. 
She could have touched the snowy summits, and 
fly with eagles while holding tight to their claws. 
But instead she chose to dive into the world of 
imaginary: 
To tell random adventures or extraordinary ones. 
To play with words, and full sentences. 
To meet dragons, wizards, horsewomen and even 
sorceresses. 
Her characters live big happy moments and small 
misfortunes. 
She loves all of them like a mother, she is proud of 
them!
They grew up in her head. 
Thus, she lives happily, in the land of corsairs and 
green crabs. 

The illustrator
Victorine SCHWEBACH

Belgium

Since forever, she is torn between her two biggest 
passions: animals and drawing. As a child, she dreamt 
about becoming a veterinary, but it is by listening to 
stories before bedtime that she developed a taste 
for drawing. 
Drawing was first a way to escape but then, growing 
up, it became a way to share, to tell a story. 
She thus very naturally chose to do drawing-related 
studies. She now has a good excuse to draw all the 
time, a cup of tea near her, and under the kindly eyes 
of her furry friends: Néon and Zion. 
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